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Fr. Curtis Miller October 1-2, 2022 Homily for the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 Today’s readings are realistic about how challenging life can be, but they also 

encourage us to trust in God.  There is nothing new about facing challenges in life.  The 

prophet Habakkuk, over 2000 years ago, complains in today’s first reading that though 

there is violence and injustice all around, when we cry to God for help, it often seems that 

He doesn’t hear us.  Yet God answers Habakkuk, encouraging him to be patient, to wait 

for the fulfillment of God’s solution to all these problems.   

 

Likewise, St. Paul writes in today’s second reading to the young bishop, Timothy, 

reminding him that God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, love, and 

strength.  Paul points out his own predicament, imprisoned for preaching the Gospel, and 

then tells Timothy (and us) to bear the hardships that come with preaching the Gospel, 

not with our own strength, but with the strength that God alone can give. 

 

To bear with all this suffering and disappointment, we need to keep the faith.  

Jesus teaches us that even a tiny bit of faith, the size of a mustard seed, has the power to 

move mountains.   

 

But what is faith?  It’s not blind faith, believing without any evidence or contrary 

to reason.  God created us with minds and He wants us to use them.  We have reasons 

that we believe that God exists, that Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior, and all the other 

things that the Church teaches.  (I won’t get into all the reasons and arguments why we 

believe these things today.  I often do that in my homilies.  I just want to make the point 

that we have reasons for our faith, that it’s not just wishful thinking or a fairy tale).  

While we have reasons to believe, we don’t have absolute proof.  It’s not a mathematical 

fact, like 1+1=2.  Rather, we look at all that available evidence and the way it fits 

together, and then we make a well-informed choice to put our faith in God and His 

Church. 

 

Sometimes we say “I believe…” to express uncertainty about something, but that’s 

a misuse of the word.  Since the Apostles and the early Christians, right down to the 

modern day, there are many believers who are willing to lay down their lives to show 

how certain they are of their faith in God.   

 

It's a common misconception today that we need to reject reason and science in 

order to believe in God.  Many scientists and other rational people are also people of 

faith.  Here’s a story that I’ve used before, but it illustrates this point well:   

 

Once a young college student in 19th Century France boarded a train and saw an 

elderly man seated there, praying the Rosary.  The young man scoffed at this and said to 

the man that modern science had disproven such superstitions.  The elderly man asked 

him to explain, then listened patiently to the young man’s lecture.  Finally, the train 
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reached his stop and the old man excused himself.  He told the young man that if he 

wanted to talk more about science, he could come to see him at his office, then handed 

him his business card as he left.  It read: “Louis Pasteur, President, French Academy of 

Science.” 

 

Science is very useful, and has helped us make many breakthroughs to improve 

life, especially advances in medicine and food production.  But science cannot prove the 

reality of everything that exists.  But that doesn’t make it irrational to believe in those 

things.  For example, while you cannot scientifically prove that a close friend or family 

member loves you, you have reasons to believe that they love you, particularly based on 

the way they act.  If you had to have absolute scientific proof that you were loved before 

you would love someone back, then you would either be very lonely or go crazy.  Faith in 

God is a lot like that.  We cannot absolutely prove His existence, but there are still good 

reasons for us to believe in Him. 

 

Sometimes we use the word ‘faith’ to describe the things that we believe, such as 

the contents of the Nicene Creed that we pray in the middle of every Sunday Mass.  But 

our faith is much more than what we believe; it is the act of putting our full confidence in 

God.  Here’s another story that illustrates the kind of faith we need to have: 

 

Charles Blondin, another Frenchman, was a world-famous tightrope walker in the 

19th Century.  One of his most famous stunts was crossing Niagara Falls, hundreds of feet 

above the roaring waters, on a rope that was just three inches wide.  He made several 

crossings, and perhaps got bored, so he started performing stunts as he crossed, including 

pushing a wheelbarrow across.  He asked the crowd if they believed he could do it again.  

They shouted, “Yes!” and cheered for him.  But then, he asked for a volunteer to sit in the 

wheelbarrow as he repeated the stunt, and suddenly the crowd became silent.  Only one 

person was brave enough to climb up and join him on the next crossing.  (Don’t worry; 

they both made it!) 

 

The best way to grow in faith is to live it and to give it.  We have to put in the time 

and effort to know what we as Catholics believe and the reasons why we believe those 

things, so that we will be better able to share the Good News of Jesus with other people.  

But the best way we can share our faith is by living it ourselves, as authentic witnesses, 

especially when it’s hard and challenging.  We have to be willing to “get in the 

wheelbarrow,” to stake our lives on believing in God and putting absolute confidence in 

Him.  In that way, that tiny mustard seed of faith in our hearts will continue to grow and 

spread to others. 


